
  

  
  
  

   
  
  
  
  

MDUFK   31,   2021   
  

MD\RU   JRKQ   TRU\   
Cit\   Hall,   2nd   Floor   
100   Queen   St.   W.   
Toronto,   ON   M5H   2N2   
  

CRXQFLOORU   MLNH   LD\WRQ   
Toronto   Cit\   Hall   
100   Queen   Street   West,   Suite   C47   
Toronto,   Ontario   M5H   2N2   
  
  

CRXQFLOORU   GRUG   PHUNV   
100   Queen   Street   West,   Suite   A14   
Toronto,   Ontario   M5H   2N2   
  

CRXQFLOORU   JRH   CUHVV\   
100   Queen   Street   West,   Suite   C53   
Toronto,   ON    M5H   2N2   
  

CRXQFLOORU   KULVW\Q   WRQJ-TDP   
100   Queen   St   W,   Suite   A5   
Toronto,   ON,   M5H   2N2   

  
Dear   Ma\or   John   Tor\,   and   Councillors   Cress\,   La\ton,   Perks   and   Wong-Tam   
  

RH:   EQFDPSPHQW   EYLFWLRQV   DQG   TUHVSDVV   QRWLFHV   
  

We   are   writing   as   a   coalition   of   law\ers   at   the   Black   Legal   Action   Centre,   Communit\   Justice   
Collective,   Neighborhood   Legal   Services,   Osgoode   Hall   Law   School¶s   Environmental   Justice   
and   Sustainabilit\   Clinic,   The   519,   and   Downtown   Legal   Services   at   the   Universit\   of   
Toronto   Facult\   of   Law,   to   express   our   serious   concerns   about   the   illegalit\   and   
discriminator\   impact   of   the   Cit\   of   Toronto¶s   ³Pathwa\s   Inside   Program´   (PIP),   which   
impacts   residents   in   \our   wards.     
  

All   of   the   undersigned   work   closel\   with   people   experiencing   homelessness,   and   specificall\   
with   residents   of,   or   outreach   workers   who   work   alongside   residents   of,   the   four   
encampments   targeted   b\   this   program.   Man\   of   us   are   also   \our   constituents   and   live   
closeb\   to   one   or   more   of   these   encampments.     
  

We   are   gravel\   concerned   about   what   we   have   learned   in   regard   to   the   Cit\¶s   published   
encampment   program,   and   the   trespass   notices   posted   around   the   encampments   two   weeks   
ago.   Taken   together,   it   is   clear   that   the   focus   of   PIP   is   not   to   permanentl\   house   an\one,   but   
to   displace   and   evict   people   from   their   chosen   communities,   and   in   doing   so   to   invisibili]e   
the   Cit\¶s   embarrassing   housing   crisis.     
  



  

The   implementation   of   PIP,   including   discriminator\   conditions   for   access   to   shelter   space   
and   an\   forced   evictions,   undermines   and   likel\    violates   rights   protected   under   the   Ontario   
Human   Rights   Code ,   the    Charter   of   Rights   and   Freedoms ,   and   international   law.   
Additionall\,   it   increases   criminali]ation   of   poor   people,   especiall\   of   Black   and   Indigenous   
people   in   our   communities.   For   the   following   reasons   we   urge   the   Cit\   of   Toronto   to   stop   the   
unlawful   implementation   of   this    program.   We   urge   the   Cit\   to   urgentl\   focus   on   meaningful   
engagement   with   residents   towards   the   provision   of   safe,   adequate,   and   permanent   housing.   
The   Cit\   has   the   opportunit\   to   position   itself   as   a   leader   in   adopting   a   rights-based   approach   
to   encampments   and   the   right   to   housing.   However,   the   following   concerns   must   be   urgentl\   
addressed:   

  
I. SRPH   SKHOWHU   HRWHOV¶   SROLFLHV   YLRODWH   UHVLGHQWV¶   ULJKWV   XQGHU   WKH   OQWDULR   HXPDQ   

RLJKWV   CRGH.   B\   SXQLVKLQJ   SHRSOH   IRU   IDLOLQJ   WR   DFFHSW   GLVFULPLQDWRU\   VHUYLFHV,   
WKH   CLW\   RI   TRURQWR   PD\   DOVR   EH   YLRODWLQJ   UHVLGHQWV¶   ULJKWV   XQGHU   SHFWLRQ   15   RI   
WKH   CKDUWHU   RI   RLJKWV   DQG   FUHHGRPV.     
  

Man\   residents   of   encampments   have   previousl\   accepted   Cit\   shelter   spaces,   but   moved   
back   into   encampments   because   of   untenable,   arbitrar\   and   sometimes   illegal   rules   and   
restrictions   imposed   on   them.     

  
People   who   have   been   offered   shelter   hotel   spaces   report   that   some   policies   include   rules   that   
prohibit   the   consumption   of   alcohol,   use   of   drugs,   and   forbid   guests.   Substance-dependence   
is   recogni]ed   as   a   disabilit\   under   the   Ontario    Human   Rights   Code . 1    Shelters   that   den\   
people   reasonable   accomodations   in   regards   to   these   disabilities--including   accommodations   
such   as   substance   use   and   recogni]ed   harm   reduction   strategies   such   as   using   substances   in   
the   presence   of   friends--are   violating   residents¶   rights. 2    Outreach   workers   and   residents   are   
carefull\   tracking   shelters¶   illegal   policies   and   refusals   to   accommodate   needs.   Additionall\,   
it   appears   to   be   Cit\   polic\   that   no   resident   who   has   recentl\   left   or   been   kicked   out   of   a   
shelter   hotel   can   receive   a   space   inside. 3    This   further   compounds   the   discriminator\   impact   
on   residents   whose   Code-protected   needs   were   not   accommodated   the   first   time   around.     
  
II. FRUFHG   HYLFWLRQV   DUH   D   YLRODWLRQ   RI   LQWHUQDWLRQDO   KXPDQ   ULJKWV   ODZ,   ZKLFK   LV   

ELQGLQJ   RQ   WKH   CLW\   RI   TRURQWR.     

1  ³PRlic\   Rn   SUeVYenWing   diVcUiminaWiRn   baVed   Rn   menWal   healWh   diVabiliWieV   and   addicWiRnV.´   OnWaUiR   HXman   
RighWV   CRmmiVViRn,   2012.   AYailable   aW:   
hWWS://ZZZ.RhUc.Rn.ca/ViWeV/defaXlW/fileV/PRlic\%20Rn%20PUeYenWing%20diVcUiminaWiRn%20baVed%20Rn%20m 
enWal%20healWh%20diVabiliWieV%20and%20addicWiRnV_ENGLISH_acceVVible.Sdf    ;   CiW\   UeSRUW   Rn   lack   Rf   
Sh\Vical   acceVVibiliW\   in   VhelWeU-hRWelV,   ³SXSSRUWing   PeRSle   ZiWh   DiVabiliWieV   in   TRURnWR   dXUing   and   be\Rnd   
COVID-19,´   PUeVenWaWiRn   b\   DiUecWRUV   Rf   SSHA   and   HRXVing   SecUeWaUiaW,   NRY   22,   2021.   AYailable   aW:   
hWWS://ZZZ.WRURnWR.ca/legdRcV/mmiV/2020/ec/bgUd/backgURXndfile-158822.Sdf   
2  The   SXSUeme   CRXUW   Rf   Canada   haV   VSRken   cleaUl\   WR   Whe   UeTXiUed   VWeSV   WhaW   RUgani]aWiRnV   cRYeUed   XndeU   Whe   
HXman   RighWV   CRde   mXVW   Wake   WR   fXlfill   WheiU   RbligaWiRn   WR   UeaVRnable   accRmmRdaWiRn.   See:    BUiWiVh   CRlXmbia   
(PXblic   SeUYice   EmSlR\ee   RelaWiRnV   CRmm.)   Y.   BCGSEU ,   [1999]   3   S.C.R.   3   
3  RecRUding   Rf   a   cRnYeUVaWiRn   ZiWh   a   CiW\   Rf   TRURnWR   emSlR\ee   VWaWing   WhaW   an\Rne   ZhR   haV   acceVVed   a   VhelWeU   
hRWel   ZiWhin   Whe   laVW   30   da\V   iV   ineligible   fRU   a   VSace:   
hWWSV://VRXndclRXd.cRm/UeSRUW-WRURnWR/maUch-20-2020-WU\ing-WR-geW-VRmeRne-inWR-a-VhelWeU-hRWel     

http://www.ohrc.on.ca/sites/default/files/Policy%20on%20Preventing%20discrimination%20based%20on%20mental%20health%20disabilities%20and%20addictions_ENGLISH_accessible.pdf
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/sites/default/files/Policy%20on%20Preventing%20discrimination%20based%20on%20mental%20health%20disabilities%20and%20addictions_ENGLISH_accessible.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2020/ec/bgrd/backgroundfile-158822.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/report-toronto/march-20-2020-trying-to-get-someone-into-a-shelter-hotel


  

  
Forced   evictions   are   a   gross   violation   of   international   human   rights   law.   Article   11(1)   of   the   
UNHR   International   Covenant   on   Economic,   Social   and   Cultural   Rights   declares   that   all   state   
parties   ³recogni]e   the   right   of   ever\one   to   an   adequate   standard   of   living´   including   housing   
and   the   continuous   amelioration   of   living   conditions. 4    This   includes   protection   from   arbitrar\   
or   unlawful   interference   with   privac\,   famil\,   [or]   home,   forced   eviction,   and   discrimination.   
International   human   rights   law   also   recogni]es   that   ³the   practice   of   forced   evictions   ma\   also   
result   in   violations   of   civil   and   political   rights,   such   as   the   right   to   life,   the   right   to   securit\   of   
the   person.´ 5    Municipal   governments   are   obligated   to   compl\   with   the   State¶s   international   
human   rights   obligations   within   their   exercise   of   their   jurisdiction.   

  
The   right   to   housing   should   not   be   interpreted   narrowl\   as   ³having   a   roof   over   one¶s   head´.   
According   to   the   UNCESCR   it   should   be   interpreted   as   ³the   right   to   live   somewhere   in   
securit\,   peace   and   dignit\.´ 6    Residents   of   encampments   are   rights   holders   under   international   
law.     

  
III. MRUH   WKDQ   RQH   LQ   WKUHH   HQFDPSPHQW   UHVLGHQWV   LQ   TRURQWR   DUH   IQGLJHQRXV 7    DQG   

HQFDPSPHQWV   DUH   ORFDWHG   RQ   IQGLJHQRXV   ODQGV   DQG   TUHDW\   WHUULWRU\.   TKH   IRUFHG   
HYLFWLRQ   RI   IQGLJHQRXV   UHVLGHQWV   LV   D   YLRODWLRQ   RI   IQGLJHQRXV   ULJKWV   DQG   WKH   TUHDW\   
UHODWLRQVKLS.   BHFDXVH   WKHVH   HYLFWLRQV   ZLOO   KDYH   D   GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH   LPSDFW   RQ   
IQGLJHQRXV   SHRSOH,   WKH\   DOVR   OLNHO\   YLRODWH   ULJKWV   SURWHFWHG   XQGHU   WKH   OQWDULR   
HXPDQ   RLJKWV   CRGH   DQG   PD\   EH   D   YLRODWLRQ   RI   V   15   RI   WKH   CKDUWHU.     

  
An\   engagement   with   encampment   residents   must   be   guided   b\   the   Cit\¶s   obligations   to   
Indigenous   peoples   under   both   domestic   and   international   law,   including   recognition   of   
Indigenous   people¶s   constitutionall\   protected   and   distinctive   relationships   with   land,  
equalit\   rights   under   the    Charter ,   and   requirements   for   meaningful   and   good   faith   
consultation.   The   Cit\¶s   actions   must   also   be   guided   b\   applicable   Treaties   with   Indigenous   
nations   and   informed   b\   consultation   with   the   Treat\   holders   in   the   territor\.   The   current   
Treat\   holders,   the   Missisaugas   of   the   Credit   First   Nation,   have   specificall\   identified   the   
right   to   housing   as   a   ke\   strategic   priorit\. �    The   Cit\¶s   human   rights   obligations   noted   above   
are   indivisible   from   its   obligations   under   the    United   Nations   Declaration   on   the   Rights   of   

4   GA,    InWeUnaWional   CoYenanW   on   Economic,   Social   and   CXlWXUal   RighWV,    ReV   2200A   (XXI),   OHCHR   (3   JanXaU\   
1976)   11   
5   UniWed   NaWiRnV   HXman   RighWV   Office   Rf   Whe   High   CRmmiVViRneU,   ³InWeUnaWiRnal   VWandaUdV   Rn   Whe   UighW   WR   
hRXVing´   (2021),   Rnline:    OHCHR   
< hWWpV://ZZZ.ohchU.oUg/EN/IVVXeV/HoXVing/PageV/InWeUnaWionalSWandaUdV.aVp[#WUeaWieV >.   
6   UniWed   NaWiRnV   HXman   RighWV   Office   Rf   Whe   High   CRmmiVViRneU,   ³InWeUnaWiRnal   VWandaUdV   Rn   Whe   UighW   WR   
hRXVing´   (2021),   Rnline:    OHCHR   
< hWWpV://ZZZ.ohchU.oUg/EN/IVVXeV/HoXVing/PageV/InWeUnaWionalSWandaUdV.aVp[#WUeaWieV >.   
�  ³SWUeeW   NeedV   AVVeVVmenW   ReVXlWV   ReSRUW´   (Sage   4),   CiW\   Rf   TRURnWR,   2018.   AYailable   aW:   
hWWSV://ZZZ.hRmeleVVhXb.ca/ViWeV/defaXlW/fileV/aWWachmenWV/99be-2018-SNA-ReVXlWV-ReSRUW.Sdf   
�   MiVViVVaXgaV   Rf   Whe   CUediW   FiUVW   NaWiRn   (2017)   ³TUailbla]eUV:   MiVViVVaXgaV   Rf   Whe   CUediW   SWUaWegic   Plan´,   39   
aYailable   aW   <hWWS://mncfn.ca/ZS-cRnWenW/XSlRadV/2019/11/MCFN-SWUaWegic-Plan-Final.Sdf>   

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/InternationalStandards.aspx%23treaties
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/InternationalStandards.aspx%23treaties
https://www.homelesshub.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/99be-2018-SNA-Results-Report.pdf


  

Indigenous   Peoples. 9     Indeed,   we   note   the   Cit\   adopted    UNDRIP    as   part   of   its   commitments   
to   Truth   and   Reconciliation   in   2013,   one   the   first   governments   in   Canada   to   do   so.     

  
Under   domestic   and   international   law,   the   Cit\   is   obligated   to   meaningfull\   consult   with   
Indigenous   peoples   in   good   faith   when   making   decisions   that   ma\   impact   them.   This   is   
rooted   in   the   recognition   of   Indigenous   peoples   as   self-determining.   Article   23   of    UNDRIP   
requires   that   Indigenous   peoples   be   involved   in   decision   making   about   health,   housing   and   
other   social   programs   affecting   them.   Canadian   courts   have   recogni]ed   that   this   right   of   
self-determination   extends   to   urban   Indigenous   communities   and   that   those   communities   
should   have   equal   agenc\   over   social   programs. 10    Forced   evictions   of   Indigenous   people   do   
not   compl\   with   requirements   for   meaningful   good   faith   consultation   about   and   involvement   
in   social   programs,   nor   are   the\   consistent   with   the   recognition   of   Indigenous   
self-determination.   
  
IV. FRUFHIXO   HYLFWLRQV   DQG   LQYROXQWDU\   UHORFDWLRQ   WR   VKHOWHU   KRWHOV   OLNHO\   YLRODWHV   

UHVLGHQWV¶   ULJKWV   WR   OLIH,   OLEHUW\   DQG   VHFXULW\   RI   WKH   SHUVRQ   XQGHU   SHFWLRQ   7   RI   WKH   
CKDUWHU   RI   RLJKWV   DQG   FUHHGRPV.   TKLV   LV   SDUWLFXODUO\   WUXH   LQ   WKH   FXUUHQW   
PRPHQW,   ZKLFK   VHHV   XV   DW   WKH   VWDUW   RI   D   WKLUG   ZDYH   RI   COVID-19,   ZLWK   DW   OHDVW   14   
COVID-19   DFWLYH   RXWEUHDNV   LQ   VKHOWHUV   DV   RI   MDUFK   30,   2021. 11    OYHU   1200   SHRSOH   
KDYH   FRQWUDFWHG   COVID-19   LQ   CLW\-UXQ   VKHOWHUV 12 ,   ZKLOH   WKHUH   KDYH   EHHQ   YHU\   IHZ   
UHSRUWHG   FDVHV   RI   COVID-19   LQ   HQFDPSPHQWV.     
  

The   Cit\   has   falsel\   stated   in   numerous   public   documents   that   the   Ontario   Superior   Court   
declared   its   anti-camping   b\laws   constitutional.   While   the   Superior   Court   denied   an   interim   
injunction   on   encampment   evictions,   no   Ontario   Court   has   ever   made   a   decision   regarding   
the   Charter-compliance   of   Toronto¶s   b\laws,   especiall\   in   the   context   of   the   COVID-19   
pandemic   and    shelter   rules   that   discriminate   against   some   unhoused   people.     

  
Courts   in   British   Columbia   have   repeatedl\   found   that   it   violates   Charter   rights   to   forbid   
sleeping   in   public   spaces   when   people   have   no   adequate,   safe   alternative   which   
accommodates   their   needs. 13    The   Courts   have   been   clear   that   if   spaces   available   are   not   
accessible,   safe,   or   do   not   offer   accommodations,   then   anti-camping   b\laws   violate   rights   of   
people   sleeping   outside. 14    Indeed,   the   Court   in    Black    stated   ³the   Cit\   will   have   to   consider   
how   and   when   to   enforce   its   B\-law   having   regard   to   the   continued   availabilit\   of   shelter   
spaces...´ 15    In   recent   months,   encampment   residents   and   their   supporters   have   been   closel\   
tracking   shelter   outbreaks,   and   failures   to   offer   accommodations   to   residents   who   need   them   

�   UniWed   NaWionV   DeclaUaWion   on   Whe   RighWV   of   IndigenoXV   PeopleV ,   GA   ReV   295,   UNGAOR,   61VW   SeVV,   SXSS   NR   
49,   UN   DRc   A/RES/61/295,   46   ILM   1013   (2007)   [ UNDRIP ],   Rnline:   
<ZZZ.Xn.RUg/eVa/VRcdeY/XnSfii/dRcXmenWV/   DRIPS_en.Sdf>.   
10   AUdRch   AlgRnTXin   FiUVW   NaWiRn   Y.   Canada   (AWWRUne\   GeneUal)   [2004]   2   FC   108,   2003   FCA   473,   aW   36.   
11   “ COVID-19:   SWaWXV   Rf   CaVeV   in   TRURnWR´,   AcceVVed   MaUch   30:   
hWWSV://ZZZ.WRURnWR.ca/hRme/cRYid-19/cRYid-19-laWeVW-ciW\-Rf-WRURnWR-neZV/cRYid-19-VWaWXV-Rf-caVeV-in-WRURnWR/     
12  Ibid.   
13   See     AbbRWVfRUd   (CiW\)   Y.   ShanW] ,   2015   BCSC   1909;   BUiWiVh   CRlXmbia   Y.   AdamVRn,   2016   BCSC   584   
14  Ibid   
1�   Black   eW   al.   Y.   CiW\   Rf   TRURnWR ,   2020   ONSC   6398,   SaUa   8   

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/
https://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2020/2020onsc6398/2020onsc6398.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAgRGVycmljayBCbGFjayBPbnRhcmlvIGVuY2FtcG1lbnQAAAAAAQ&resultIndex=1


  

on   Code-protected   grounds.   Additionall\,   the\   have   been   recording   each   time   encampment   
residents   are   told   there   are   no   available   spaces   inside,   at   all.   This   happens   frequentl\.   Such   a   
denial   was   recorded   as   recentl\   as   \esterda\.   In   this   context,   the   Cit\   must   urgentl\   
reconsider   the   enforcement   of   the   B\-law   or   risk   an   injunction   forcing   it   to   do   so.   

  
V. IQYRNLQJ   WUHVSDVV   ODZV   FULPLQDOL]HV   XQKRXVHG   SHUVRQV,   GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\   

LPSDFWLQJ   UDFLDOL]HG,   QHZFRPHU   DQG   IQGLJHQRXV   SHRSOHV,   DQG   XQGHUPLQLQJ   WKH   
CLW\¶V   UHODWLRQVKLSV   ZLWK   HQFDPSPHQW   UHVLGHQWV   DQG   XQKRXVHG   SHUVRQV.   

  
While   we   support   the   creation   of   additional   shelter   spaces,   we   are   extremel\   concerned   about   
the   Cit\   of   Toronto¶s   intention   to   criminali]e   encampment   residents   who   cannot,   or   do   not   
want   to   accept   the   current   shelter   spaces   that   are   available.   The   Trespass   Notices   posted   in   
encampments   make   it   clear   that   the   Cit\   is   prioriti]ing   the   enforcement   of   b\laws   over   its   
human   rights   obligation   to   encampment   residents.     

  
Rel\ing   on   trespass   laws   to   address   encampments   encourages   police   and   b\law   officers   to   
use   their   discretionar\   powers   to   charge   an\one   who   does   not   vacate   the   parks   under   the   
ProYincial   Offences   Act .   In   doing   so,   the   Cit\   is   choosing   to   deplo\   the   threat   of   
criminali]ation   against   people   who   are   alread\   disproportionatel\   targeted   b\   the   criminal   
legal   s\stem.   Raciali]ed   people,   newcomers,   and   Indigenous   people   are   disproportionatel\   
represented   in   the   homeless   population.   Statistics   make   clear   that   these   populations   are   also   
over-policed   and   over-criminali]ed.   While   5%   of   people   in   Canada   identif\   as   Indigenous,   
over   30%   of   people   incarcerated   in   federal   prisons   are   Indigenous. 16    In   Toronto,   Black   people   
are   four   times   as   likel\   to   be   charged   with   crimes   as   White   people. 1�     This   flies   in   the   face   of   
the   Cit\¶s   own   stated   commitments,   as   well   as   statements   that   each   of   \ou   have   made   
committing   to   fighting   discrimination   in   policing   and   the   criminal   legal   s\stem. 1�    It   is   also   
notable   that   the   cit\   is   alread\   taking   legal   action   against   Khaleel   Seivright,   a   Black   man   
whose   onl\   involvement   with   the   housing   crisis   was   to   build   small   shelters   to   protect   people   
from   free]ing   to   death   and   from   the   elements.   The   Cit\   can,   and   must,   choose   a   different   

16   ³ 'NaWiRnal   WUaYeVW\':   UeSRUW   VhRZV   Rne   WhiUd   Rf   Canada'V   SUiVRneUV   aUe   IndigenRXV,´   Le\land   CeccR ,   The   
GXaUdian,    2020,    hWWSV://ZZZ.WhegXaUdian.cRm/ZRUld/2020/jan/22/Rne-WhiUd-canada-SUiVRneUV-indigenRXV-UeSRUW     
1�  “ A   DiVSaUaWe   ImSacW:   SecRnd   inWeUim   UeSRUW   Rn   Whe   inTXiU\   inWR   Uacial   SURfiling   and   Uacial   diVcUiminaWiRn   Rf   
Black   SeUVRnV   b\   Whe   TRURnWR   PRlice   SeUYice,´   OnWaUiR   HXman   RighWV   CRmmiVViRn,   2020,   AcceVVible   aW:   
hWWS://ZZZ.RhUc.Rn.ca/en/neZV_cenWUe/neZ-RhUc-UeSRUW-cRnfiUmV-black-SeRSle-diVSURSRUWiRnaWel\-aUUeVWed-chaU 
ged-VXbjecWed-XVe-fRUce     
1�  “ M\   SWaWemenW   Rn   anWi-Black   and   anWi-IndigenRXV   RaciVm   and   Whe   TRURnWR   PRlice   SeUYiceV   BXdgeW,´   
CRXncillRU   JRe   CUeVV\,   JXne   18,   2020,   
hWWSV://ZZZ.jRecUeVV\.cRm/m\_VWaWemenW_Rn_anWi_black_and_anWi_indigenRXV_UaciVm_and_Whe_WRURnWR_SRlice 
_VeUYiceV_bXdgeW    ;   ³MembeU   MRWiRn   Rn   Whe   TRURnWR   PRlice   BXdgeW:   defXnd,   Uebalance   and   inYeVW   in   a   neZ   
aSSURach.´   CRXncillRU   KUiVW\n   WRng-Tam,   JXne   8,   2020,   
hWWSV://ZZZ.kUiVW\nZRngWam.ca/membeU_mRWiRn_defXndWSV ;   ³ The   YiRlence   and   SRlice   acWiRnV   Ze   aUe   Veeing   
againVW   RXU   Black   and   IndigenRXV   bURWheUV   and   ViVWeUV   mXVW   end.   We   can¶W   leW   WhiV   keeS   haSSening.   NRZ   iV   Whe   
Wime   fRU   acWiRn.´   TZeeW   Rf   CRXncillRU   Mike   La\WRn,   JXne   13,   2020,   
hWWSV://WZiWWeU.cRm/m_la\WRn/VWaWXV/1271795108199968768    ;    ³ PRlicing   in   TRURnWR,   and   AnWi-Black   &   
IndigenRXV   RaciVm´,   CRXncillRU   GRUd   PeUkV,   
hWWSV://gRUdSeUkV.ca/SRlicing-in-WRURnWR-and-anWi-black-indigenRXV-UaciVm/    
  
  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/22/one-third-canada-prisoners-indigenous-report
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/news_centre/new-ohrc-report-confirms-black-people-disproportionately-arrested-charged-subjected-use-force
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/news_centre/new-ohrc-report-confirms-black-people-disproportionately-arrested-charged-subjected-use-force
https://www.joecressy.com/my_statement_on_anti_black_and_anti_indigenous_racism_and_the_toronto_police_services_budget
https://www.joecressy.com/my_statement_on_anti_black_and_anti_indigenous_racism_and_the_toronto_police_services_budget
https://www.kristynwongtam.ca/member_motion_defundtps
https://twitter.com/m_layton/status/1271795108199968768
https://gordperks.ca/policing-in-toronto-and-anti-black-indigenous-racism/


  

approach   -   one   grounded   in   a   rights-based   framework   that   recogni]es   encampment   residents   
as   rights-holders   and   experts   on   their   own   lives.   
  

Housing   is   recogni]ed   as   a   human   right   under   international   law,   and   b\   decent   people   
ever\where.   The   Cit\   of   Toronto   is   not   offering   encampment   residents   housing,   but   shelter   
spaces   with   unpredictable   and   unknown   expiration   dates.   For   residents   who   have   alread\   
been   in   shelters,   or   who   live   outside   the   four   ³priorit\´   encampments,   the   Cit\   is   threatening   
eviction   without   even   guaranteeing   shelter   space.   
  

An   alternative   plan   of   action   is   urgentl\   needed.   Shelter   outbreaks   are   increasing,   and   the   
crisis   will   onl\   worsen   if   \ou   continue   to   force   people   into   these   dangerous   environments,   
and   out   of   the   communities   where   the\   feel   safest.   Encampment   residents   and   the   people   who   
love   and   support   them   are   waiting   on   a   new   announcement   that   prioriti]es   their   lives   and   
their   safet\.     
  

We   stress   that   \our   current   strateg\   will   lead   to   prolonged   court   battles.   Law\ers,   along   with   
others   across   the   cit\,   are   organi]ed   and   read\   to   defend   encampment   residents¶   rights   to   
dignit\,   autonom\   and   safe   housing   that   meets   their   needs.   The   cit\¶s   actions   are   likel\   
illegal,   and   are   clearl\   immoral,   misguided,   and   inhumane.     
  

We   urge   \ou   to   engage   in   meaningful   conversations   with   residents,   who   are   best   able   to   
articulate   their   needs,   and   to   reall\   listen   to   \our   constituents--ourselves   included--who   
oppose   these   policies   of   cruelt\   and   displacement.     
  

Signed,   


